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Sage Classics  
Autumn 2021



Join our family of  
RNS Supporters to get 
closer to the music and 
our musicians, whilst also 
helping to safeguard our 
wonderful orchestra for 
future generations.
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Call Natalie Heath on 0191 443 5038 or email  
natalie.heath@sagegateshead.com for details
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Thank You
2020-23 Crisis, Recovery and  
Renaissance campaign

The Covid-19 pandemic created a financial 
emergency for Sage Gateshead. In 2020/21, 
80% of our income was affected. We have 
weathered the storm thanks to the support 
of many generous people and organisations, 
and the investment from Arts Council England 
and DCMS. Our sincerest thanks to you all.

Looking ahead, the impact of the pandemic 
will be felt deeply. We are determined to 
play a proactive role in our region’s recovery. 
Meanwhile, operational and financial 
challenges continue, with our Box Office 

and trading income set to be half of that in a 
pre-Covid year. This year, we again need to 
raise £1 million through our Crisis, Recovery 
and Renaissance campaign, to ensure we 
can continue to share world-class music 
including by our fantastic orchestra, support 
our communities’ health and wellbeing, and 
create inspiring educational opportunities. If 
you’d like to help Sage Gateshead and Royal 
Northern Sinfonia, please donate online on 
www.sagegateshead.com/support or get in 
touch with natalie.heath@sagegateshead.com

I am so happy to be 
writing this to welcome 
you to a brand new 
series of classical events 
at Sage Gateshead.

Of course, after 18 
months that have 

brought so much disruption and uncertainty 
to the performing arts, it is a joy simply to write 
with details of new events, but of course for 
me it is a particularly special moment - my 
first concerts as the new Principal Conductor 
of Royal Northern Sinfonia.

Even with the ups and downs we have endured 
over the last year, it has been a wonderful 
experience for me to work with my friends in the 
orchestra on several exciting projects, but the 
one thing that I haven’t yet been able to do 
properly is to meet you, our audience, something 
which I very much look forward to this autumn.

Our concerts this autumn cover a huge range 
of music, from a feast of Haydn conducted by 
a specialist in this repertoire, Sir Roger 
Norrington, through to a unique new 
commission in my first concert of the season, 
as well as symphonies by Mozart and Dvoøák, 
and, along the way, some remarkable guests.

These six Sage Classics events are however 
just the start of our programme for next season 
- we have so much more being planned, 
with further events being announced from 
September onwards.

It will be a thrill to step on stage and make 
music with Royal Northern Sinfonia this 
autumn for you - I simply can’t wait!

 

Welcome

Dinis Sousa
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Saturday 18 September 2021, 7.30pm

OPENING NIGHT

Mira Calix & Sarah Turner  
New Commission (World Premiere) 

Shostakovich  
Cello Concerto No.1

Interval

Dvořák  
Symphony No.8

Dinis Sousa conductor 
Anastasia Kobekina cello 
Royal Northern Sinfonia

Tickets £16, £25, £33, £39.50 

Celebrate as we officially welcome Dinis 
as our new Principal Conductor and mark 
our return to regular concerts - and we start 
as we mean to go on with an eclectic and 
dynamic programme.

We open with a brand-new piece from 
composer, performer and DJ Mira Calix who 
has collaborated with film maker Sarah Turner 
to produce a work that reflects on local 
people’s experiences of the past 18 months. 

Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto manages to 
be spiky yet wistful; renowned as one of the 
trickiest pieces in the cello repertoire, it’s an 
edge-of-seat experience for performer and 
audience alike. We finish with one of Dvořák’s 
sunniest symphonies, the exuberantly 
cheerful No.8, a fine way to finish this evening 
of celebration.
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Book Now 
sagegateshead.com 

Box Office: 0191 443 4661
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Friday 1 October 2021, 7.30pm

DANCE!

Adams  
Shaker Loops

Piazzolla  
Bandoneón Concerto, ‘Aconcagua’

Interval

Beethoven 
Symphony No.7

Joana Carneiro conductor 
Ksenija Sidorova accordion 
Royal Northern Sinfonia

Tickets £16, £25, £33, £39.50

Last Night of the Proms star Ksenija Sidorova 
joins us for this concert themed around 
dance and movement. She’s the soloist for 
the Tango-inspired concerto for bandoneon 
(very similar to an accordion) and orchestra, 
named after Argentina’s tallest mountain, as 
it’s so often ranked as the high point of the 
composer’s music. 

The evening starts with the hypnotic sounds 
of John Adams’ minimalist masterpiece  
Shaker Loops, inspired by the rapturous 
physical movement that the composer 
witnessed in the Shakers - a Christian sect 
that has now almost died out. We finish with a 
piece described by Wagner as the ‘Apotheosis 
(the peak) of the dance’ - Beethoven’s 
euphoric Symphony No.7.
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Book Now 
sagegateshead.com 

Box Office: 0191 443 4661
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Sunday 17 October 2021, 3pm

LEONSKAJA PLAYS SCHUBERT

Schubert 
Piano Sonata in C minor, D958

Piano Sonata in A, D959

Interval

Piano Sonata in B flat, D960

Elisabeth Leonskaja piano

Tickets £19, £23

We welcome the legendary pianist  
Elisabeth Leonskaja to Sage Gateshead  
for an afternoon of Schubert. One of the  
most celebrated pianists of her generation,  
she makes a rare appearance in the North East 
with a programme of Schubert's emotionally 
expressive last three piano sonatas. 

Conceived as a set, each sonata has a 
different, yet complimentary, character. While 
written in the closing years of the composer’s 
life they are propulsively energetic and 
positive, full of life, colour and contrast. 
They met with critical indifference on their 
publication but in the 20th Century came 
to be recognised as the masterpieces that 
they are, music of huge profundity that rank 
amongst the greatest pieces ever written  
for the piano. Unmissable.
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Book Now 
sagegateshead.com 

Box Office: 0191 443 4661

X
X

X
X Friday 22 October 2021, 7.30pm

MOZART’S GREAT!

Beethoven 
Coriolan Overture

Schumann 
Piano Concerto in A minor

Interval

Mozart 
Symphony No.40

Dinis Sousa conductor 
Elisabeth Leonskaja piano 
Royal Northern Sinfonia

Tickets £16, £25, £33, £39.50 

Mozart’s music is, of course, great. But 
that also happens to be the little-known 
nickname of his Symphony No.40, 
distinguishing it from another symphony by 
him in the same key. This symphony is one 
of his most profound and spiritual. While it 
is often dark and emotionally intense, it is 
lightened by sharp contrasts in mood and 
style, and moments of playfulness. 

Schumann’s Piano Concerto is one of the 
most-loved pieces of all classical music. 
It’s not showy, but it is instead a lyrical, 
involving dialogue between piano and 
orchestra, expressing yearning and happiness 
between two people. Prior to this Beethoven’s 
powerful and muscular Coriolan Overture 
starts the evening.
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Book Now 
sagegateshead.com 

Box Office: 0191 443 4661
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Friday 5 November 2021, 7.30pm

NORDIC MAGIC

Grieg 
Holberg Suite

Nielsen 
Clarinet Concerto

Interval

Andrea Tarrodi 
Zephyros

Sibelius 
Symphony No.3

Catherine Larsen-Maguire conductor 
Magnus Holmander clarinet 
Royal Northern Sinfonia

Tickets £16, £25, £33, £39.50 

Sibelius’ Symphony No.3 is the musical 
equivalent of sleek, Scandinavian design. 
After the bombast of his first two symphonies 
Sibelius stripped things right back, opting 
for simplicity, brevity, and directness.

We start the concert with Grieg’s Holberg 
Suite, a piece both comforting and bracing 
- imagine looking out over a vast Nordic 
landscape but wrapped up warm inside a big 
cosy coat. With some folk dance thrown in. 

Another example of Scandinavian simplicity, 
Nielsen’s Clarinet Concerto is, despite its 
economy of means, a pensive, raw, and 
intense piece. Tonight’s performance will 
be given a magical flourish by soloist (and 
magician), Magnus Holmander, who is sure 
to conjure up a performance the likes of 
which you’ve probably never seen before…
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Thursday 18 November 2021, 7.30pm

NORRINGTON PRESENTS:  
DR HAYDN'S LONDON ACADEMY

Haydn 
Symphony No.103 ‘Drumroll’,  
movements 1 & 2 
Set of English Canzonettas 
String Quartet Op.76 No. 5 
Symphony No.103 ‘Drumroll’, 
movements 3 & 4

Interval

March for the Prince of Wales  
Set of English Canzonettas 
Symphony No.101 ‘The Clock’

Sir Roger Norrington conductor 
Susan Gritton soprano 
Steven Devine fortepiano 
Royal Northern Sinfonia

Tickets £16, £25, £33, £39.50

A radical, a genius, and an entertainer. 
All of these words are apt descriptions of 
Haydn, but also of tonight’s conductor, Sir 
Roger Norrington. Sir Roger is a true icon of 
classical music, a revolutionary who shook up 
music and made us think and listen afresh, 
championing period performance to strip 
away years of accumulated routine from 
performances of composers like Haydn  
who we had started to take for granted. 

Concerts in 18th Century London were 
often known as “Academies”. But despite 
the scholarly title these evenings were 
entertainment, mixed bills of orchestra, star 
soloists and chamber music. More 'Friday 
Night is Music Night' than The Proms. Tonight's 
concert is a recreation of one of these 
academies, a potpourri of styles, with music 
ranging from sentimental song to two of the 
composers greatest symphonies (The Sun, 
no less, proclaiming No.103 as 'A fine mixture 
of grandeur and fancy) via the unorthodox 
and melancholy String Quartet No.76.
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Book Now 
sagegateshead.com 

Box Office: 0191 443 4661
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How to book 
Online: sagegateshead.com 
Phone: 0191 443 4661 (12noon – 5pm 
Tuesday to Saturday inclusive). 
In person: booking in person is not available 
at the time of writing. Please call or visit 
our website for the latest information.

Subscribe and Save 
Book all 5 Royal Northern Sinfonia events 
and get 10% off. Add 17 October recital 
and get 15% off.

Booking dates 
Tuesday 27 July: Priority Booking and 
Subscription Renewals. 
Friday 30 July: General On Sale 
Booking opens 12noon.

We regret that no refunds can be given 
except when an event is cancelled. However, 
Ticketplan refund protection is available at  
£2 per ticket. See website for more details.

Please note that if you require postage, 
a fee of £1.50 will be applied.

Seating 
In line with Government advice at the time of 
going to print we are not operating socially 
distanced seating at these performances. Any 
changes to this and other safety information 
will be communicated to you prior to the 
performance.

Access Requirement Register 
Should you require the support of a carer 
or companion, you can join our Access 
Requirement Register. For further information 
please visit our website or call 0191 443 4661.

Address 
St Mary’s Square, Gateshead, NE8 2JR.

Getting here 
The nearest Metro station is Gateshead 
Interchange, and the Quaylink Bus drops 
off and picks up near our west entrance.

Free Metro Travel 
Thanks to Nexus, you can travel on the Metro 
to and from Gateshead for free, 2 hours before 
and after the concert. Simply present your 
concert ticket for inspection on the Metro.

Take A Coach  
Catch a coach to the following concerts 
for just £8 return: 18 Sept, 22 Oct, 5 Nov.

Coaches run from:  
Hexham via Chollerford, Wall, Acomb, 
Eastwood and Corbridge 
Alnwick via Amble, Warkworth, Felton, 
Morpeth, Wideopen and Gosforth 
Carlisle via Brampton

To book, call the Box Office on 0191 443 4661 
or visit sagegateshead.com. Please note that 
coach tickets are not refundable.

Car Parking 
There is a car park at the rear of the 
building with lift access and priority spaces 
for blue badge holders. Charges apply.

North East First Timers 
£5 tickets for any concert in this brochure if 
you live in the North East and haven't been 
to a Royal Northern Sinfonia concert before. 
Four tickets per customer, not available online. 

Bar 5 for 18-30s 
If you are aged 18-30 our Bar 5 scheme 
entitles you to a ticket for just £5 plus a  
FREE bottle of beer or soft drink. 

17 & Under and Unemployed  
(in receipt of benefit) 
Tickets available for £5.

Groups come for less 
10 or more tickets 5% off  
25 or more tickets 10% off 

Discounts subject to availability. Please 
bring relevant ID. Children under 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Children aged 2 
and under come for free if sitting on a knee.

Booking and Travel
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Public funding 
 

Trust and Foundation supporters

29th May 1961 Charitable Trust, Ambache Trust, Austin 
and Hope Pilkington Charitable Trust, The Barbour 
Foundation, Catherine Cookson Charitable Trust, Clore 
Duffield Foundation, Community Foundation Tyne & Wear 
and Northumberland, Daiwa Foundation, The D’Oyly 
Carte Charitable Trust; Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Foyle 
Foundation, Garfield Weston Foundation, The Hadrian 
Trust, Hays Travel Foundation, Kavli Trust, LNER Customer 
and Communities Investment Fund, The Marchus Trust, 
National Lottery Community Fund, Netherton Park Trust, 
The Percy Hedley 1990 Trust, Persimmon Building Future, 
PRS Foundation, The Shears Foundation, Sir James 
Knott Trust, St Nicholas’ Educational Trust, Stuart Halbert 
Foundation, Vardy Foundation, W A Handley Charity Trust, 
Wolfson Foundation, Youth Music.

Platinum Corporate Partners 
 

Gold Corporate Partners 
 

Silver Corporate Partners 
 
 
 

Bronze Corporate Partners

Biffa Waste Services, Northern Elevator, Pioneer 
Foodservice, Solution Group, Zerolight

Funding

Principal Partners

Thank you to our Principal Partners who support the work of our orchestra

Leader, The Huntington Chair 

Co-Leader, The Christine Swales Chair 

Principal 1st Violin (#4), The Voigt Chair 

Principal 2nd Violin (#2), The Anonymous Chair 

Sub-Principal 2nd Violin, The BA Summers Chair 

Section Leader Viola, The Rossiter Family Chair 

Principal Viola, The Merle Rewcastle Chair 

Section Leader Cello, The Share Family Chair 

Principal Cello, The Freeman Chair 

Sub-Principal Cello, The Manning Chair 

Section Leader Double Bass, The Anonymous Chair 

Principal Oboe, The Sylvia Fuller Chair 

Principal Clarinet, The Bragg Family Chair 

Section Leader Bassoon, The Pyman Family Chair 

Section Leader Horn, The Friends of Royal Northern 
Sinfonia Chair 

Principal Horn, The Richardson Family Chair 

Section Leader Trumpet, The Alan Johnson Chair 

We also want to sincerely thank our Founding Patrons, Founding Endowment Donors, Friends of Royal 
Northern Sinfonia and our RNS Supporters, as well as everybody who has supported our 2020-23 Crisis, 
Recovery and Renaissance fundraising campaign through ticket top-ups and donations. 

North Music Trust is a registered charity (No. 1087445).

The information in this brochure, including repertoire, 
artists and ticket prices is correct at the time of printing 
by may be subject to change without notice. If you no 
longer wish to receive printed material from us, please let 
us know by logging into your account on our website or 
by contacting our Box Office team. For more information 
please visit sagegateshead.com/privacy-policy.

Design & Art Direction: founded.design
Season Photography: ryanedy.com
Copy: William Norris
Editing: Abi Groocock
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